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1 History of Crossing Number1 History of Crossing Number

A WW II story for start

“There were some kilns where the bricks were made and some open storage
yards where the bricks were stored. All the kilns were connected by rail with
all the storage yards. The bricks were carried on small wheeled trucks to
the storage yards. . . the work was not difficult; the trouble was only at the
crossings. The trucks generally jumped the rails there, and the bricks fell
out of them; in short this caused a lot of trouble and loss of time. . . the
idea occurred to me that this loss of time could have been minimized if the
number of crossings of the rails had been minimized.

But what is the minimum number of crossings?

. . . This problem has become a notoriously difficult unsolved problem.”

Pál Turán, A note of welcome.
Journal of Graph Theory (1977)
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Crossings. . .
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and even more crossings.
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Can you avoid all the crossings?




